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Address at the Opening of the New Unit of St. Luke's Medical
Centre, Tokyo, June j,
The truth which men of vision of all ages have felt is that the human
family is a unit. Yet the practical consummation of this fundamental
truth is inevitably a slow and gradual process. The thought has been
cradled in the past, as it will be fostered in the future, by individuals
in every nation who insist on looking about them and whose interests
are not confined to their own home or to their own creed or to their
own country.
In this philosophy of the unity of the human family, no element
makes a stronger appeal to our common humanity than physical
suffering, for in the relief of disease and pain a broader and deeper
significance than mere utilitarianism is involved : our hospitals
teach compassion, and the veneration which they invoke is funda-
mentally due to the fact that they stand for love and the responsibility
of mankind as a whole for the welfare of humanity.
It was this enlightened philosophy that led thousands of parishes
of the Episcopal Church in America, the Rockefeller Foundation,
and many progressive and public-spirited individuals to contribute to
the erection and operation of this noble building which we open
to-day. That the establishment of St. Luke's Hospital in Tokyo was
a joint and co-operative undertaking is forcefully attested by the
open-hearted and munificent gift from His Imperial Majesty, the
late Emperor of Japan, and by most generous contributions from
the Imperial household, the Department of Home Affairs, the city
of Tokyo, and other organizations, and by a group of prominent
Japanese gentlemen including Count Goto, Marquis Okuma, Vis-
count Shibusawa, and many others. The assistance given by the
Japanese Council, who, in co-operation with the American Council,
have been most generous and helpful in giving advice and assistance
when most needed, has played a prominent part in the development
of this whole great organization, while the success of St. Luke's
Hospital and its affiliated activities is due in great measure to the
vision and faith and untiring energy of one man, Dr. Rudolph Boiling
Teusler, ably supported by his efficient associates representing both
of our nations. I heartily associate myself with the well-deserved
tributes that have been paid to-day and congratulate the dreamer
of a dream that has come true.	.	*
It is not my purpose to-day to describe in detail the background
and history of the hospital. Others who have been more intimately
associated with its development have dealt with this aspect far more
effectively. My own thoughts may find expression— inadequate, I

